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ORIGINAL COMMUNCATiON. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

7 LETTER No. 6. 

To Elder Josern Baverr, of Mendon, Mon- 
voe, co. N. Y. 

Si :—Your third reason why you are not 
an Universalist, I shall now take into consider- 
ation, hoping that we shall be able to come to 
the right of it, notwithstanding you have deni- 
ed your premises. You may think I treat- 
ed you with neglect by not calling on you 
for a copy of your reasons, as you mention in 
your letter. But I am sensible, that every 
candid person acquainted with you, and who 
attended your lecture on the 27th May, will 
exonerate me from the charge; and however 
much to your own confusion it be said, the 
publick may be assared, that I stated your 
reasons, at least, correct in substance, in my 
first letter. ‘This I was satisfied of then, and 
no less so after you denied them. Should you 
be induced finally to own your offspring, see- 
ing you have once denied them, how do you 
expect you will appear before the publick in 
their defence!! You cannot, with honour, 
retrace your steps ifi this case, which you must 
do, and defend your reasons, or let us know 
where the mistake lies. 

Your third objection stands thus: ** Univer- 
salism is productive of no revivals of religion, 
or moral effects; or in other words, 
‘jt is productive of no good,” or “‘has no 
tendency to make men better.” It is here to 
be observed, that, in the present day, religion 
is esteemed valuable, in proportion as it can 
be fiiade the means of operating upon the ani- 
mal passions, and produce what are popularly 
termed ‘revivals; and all partialists can 
boast their share of this kind of religion. And 
because Universalists do not descend to the 
base tricks resorted to by Limitarians, of angry 

ods, burning hells, and devouring devils, to 

i people into the profession of some- 
thing that passes for religion, it is said the 
sentiment “has no tendency to make men 
better.” Ihave ever been persuaded, that, in 
every denomination of professing Christians, 
there are respectable and intelligent members 
tobe found. But you never see them counte- 
mancé the contemptible measures used by 


designing men, to get up those animal excite- 
ments. Yo. on the deplorable state of the 
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first Presbyterian Church in Troy, N. Y. The 
““ Finney and Beeman revival’ in that place has 
torn asunder the church, and the more intelli- 
gent and worthy part of the members have pub- 
lished the disgraceful transactions to the world, 

I shall say but litile in this. number about # 
‘* revivals,” but shall assume the last-clause as 
containing the sum'of your objection, viz. that 
Universalism is productive of * no good moral 
effects,” or “has no tendency to make men 
better.” In my remarks, I shall make use of the 
terms which are most convenient but shall en- 
deavour to preserve the sense of your objection. 
I will obsefve in passing, however, that the re- 
marks in your discourse involving the Gospel 
Advocate, by which you necessarily included 
the editor, were too uncandid to be passed int 
silence. In abominating thai work,‘ you said 
the paper spoke against ™ reformations”— 
making use of this word instead of the word 
** revivals.” This can be proved by respectable 
witnesses. Whereas, the editor of the Advo- 
cate nor any of bis correspondents ever said 
any thing against reformation or a true revival 
of religion. But on the contrary, have endéa- 
voured to promote it. You knew, sir, if you 
had seen the Advocate and perused it atten- 
tively, that it is your popular “ revivals” which 
have no concern with the religion of Jesus, 
which are spoken against, and those only.— 
But to have told the truth would not have 
answered your purpose! This is a specimen 
of your whole performance ! 

In noticing your objection, we do not hold 
ourselves accountable for the conduct of nomi- 
nal Universalists, and we believe there are 
many such—but shall only inquire into the 
natural tendency of the doctrine properly 
understood. In our expression of belief, given 
in my first letter, it will be perceived, that we 
hold to rewards and punishments ; and, that 
they are alike designed to effect the good of 
man. We believe that God is “ the same just, 
kind, merciful and propitious Being, from 
eternity toternity, without the least “ varia- 
bleness or shadow of turning.” That he created 
only to bless, and to make happy in the enjoy- 
ment of himself ina greater or less degree, 
according to the capacity of his creatures»-— 
That he never stood in need of any to sufftr, 
in order to appease his wrath, or to open away 





whereby it could be consistent for hint to be 
gracious ; as he never was ungracious, neither 
| was it ever inconsistent for him to be merciful. 
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"EY ss 
‘That the gift of his son Jesus Christ, émbra- 
cing his life, miracles, min ty death, r- 
rection and ascension gery: was @ 
mendation of “divine love; (Rom. v. 8. e 
- believe, that God Joves “Sinnersj even while 
they are such, and because ‘‘ his mercies fail 
not,” he will save them from their sins. ‘That 
(Christ was the ‘express image of his person,” 
and he prayed for his bitterest enemies in the 
agonies of death! And as it is the best interest 
of man, and enjoined in the holy scriptures, it 
is our duty, to conform to the divine image—_ 
to “*Jeve our enemies, bless those who curse 
us, do good to those who hate us, and pray 
for those who despitefully use and persecute 
us ;"that we may (characteristically) be the 
children of our Father who is in heaven ; for 
he makes the sun rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sends rain on the just and on the 
unjust,” Matt. v. 44, 45. 


I would not insinuate but that other denemi- 
mations possess these virtues, and that their 
doctrines teach them in some degree; but 
Universal love embraces the whole of all that 
is morally and spiritually excellent, while other 
systems, from their very nature, are limited | 
in the possession and exercise of the divine | 
principles of charity. You will bear in mind, 
that the question is, what is the natural tenden- 
cy of Universalism properly understood ?— 
Universafiam is the universal love or good will, 
of God, of Christ, of angels and men. But 
perhaps, the better way to come at the com- 
parative merits of the several prominent sys- 
tems of the day, according to their natural 
tendency, will be briefly to notice what they 
are. 

1. The doctrine of “ election and. reproba- 
tion” teaches that God loves a small portion of 
the human family, and has rendered. their 
salvation forever secure, and hates, and ever 
will hate, all the rest ; and as an expression of 
his hatred, before they had an existence, (as 
he made choice of the elect “ before the found- 
ation of the world,’’) ordained them to wrath, 
&c. ‘to the praise of his vindictive justice.” 
It is easy to perceive how far this «doctrine is 
calculated to beget love, if we were confined 
to its narrow limits. It requires no evidence | 
to prove the evil tendency it would have on | 
society, were this theory redueed to practice! | 








>= 


This doctrine only regards a few of manking 
as brethren, and spurns all the rest from the 
tender mercies of God both here and hereafter! 
It opens a door for the most lawless outrage, 
and the vilest licentiousness. It holds out 
favours to the Church, and indignation and 
wrath for the world for whom Christ died! 
and while they even doubt their own election, 
which they hold to be a mark of Christian 
meekness, and others, though professing the 
same doctrine, seem filled with cold indiffer- 
ence; the residue, where this system has its 
natural tendency viewing themselves forever 
reprobated, and hated by the Almighty, be- 
come hardened in sin, and hate God in their 
turn! It is impossible that it should be other- 
wise. For if “‘we love Him because He first 
loved us,” which is according to scripture, 
and the reason and fitness of things, for the 
same reason mankind will hate God when the 
have heard and believe, that He frst hated 
them! And not only so, but they will neces- 
sarily hate all the professedly exclusive favour- 
ites of heaven, who must hate again in their 
tarn because their God hates, and they, to be 
consistent, must be like him! 


2. Arminianism, or the doctrine of doubtful 
salvation, which places the ability in the crea- 
ture, to choose or refuse his eternal interest, to 
a superficial observer, may present a fairer 
aspect than the other, but its preferable nature 
vanishes before the pen of investigation like 
the mists of the morning. Proper views of 
God, the only proper object of religious  wor- 
ship and adoration, constitute the groundwork 
of true religion. For their natural tendeney 
is, to inspire us with proper views. of man, and 
of our relative duties toeach other. But here, 
we have a God either ignorant or indifferent, 
or both. If he be ignorant, we cannot con- 
fide in him, and if indifferent, we ought not. 
But if this should be denied, seeing, that *« his 
understanding is infinite, what does it differ 
from Calvinism ? In the one case God decreed 
to save a part and damn the rest, and in the 
other. he infallibly knew before he made them, 
that all would not be saved! I have long des- 
paired of seeing any real difference pointed 
out between these two theories, and if you can 
solve this problem let it be done. 


This doctrine ever has been, and still is, a 


How many worthy and pious individuals, have | fruitful source of popular revivals, and. the 
been persecuted and murdered—how many ! subjects of them, | regret to say; oftener exer- 
have committed suicide—and how many, | cise spiritual pride and censure, than meékness 
otherwise ceful families, have been dis-. and forbearance. They are induced to look 
tressed, and rent asunder, by the influence of upon themselves as a superior order of beings, 
this doctrine. What calamity it has produced and turn the eye of contempt, and poles abe 
in ail parts of the world, where it.has had the finger. of scorn, at members of other denomi- 
rule! This isthe very nature of the doctrine nations, and fulminate wrath and fury upon 
now, and.all these evils would follow its deso-. the impenitent or the unawakened. A future 
lating, hand if its adyocates had the power!— judgment to take place at some unknown. 
For we haye no belief that the Ethiopian can | period in eternity, in all the sublimity of hor- 
change his skin, or the leopard his spots,— | ror, is described, the natural tenden¢¥ of which 
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is to beget selfishness and cruelty in the one 
class, and slavish fear and trembling distrust 
in theother. The righteous, if they would 
suffer themselves to think, must suppose they 
will be prepared to look, with relentless and 
unyielding firmness, on their suffering hus- 
bands, wives, fathers, mothers, sisters, bro- 
thers, children, and other companions in life ! 
weltering in a world of unutterable wo!! But 
they must remain “‘ unmoved at the sight,” or 
they would be miserable even in heaven! The 
thoaght must be truly painful to every believer 
of this doctrine, and while | write, my pity 
rises'in behalf of those who mourn under this 
load, and whose faces must gather the black- 
ness of gloom at the prespect of their heaven ! 
Bat what view of God is the natural tendency 
of this doctrine calculated to give; This 
scarcely requires an answer, for then it will be 
his eternal pleasure to have suffering run paral- 
lel with his own existence, inflicted upon his 
offspring whom he once loved and for whom 
Jesus died! Evils beth loer! and general have 
originated in this doctrine. Families have 
been disturbed—hard heartedness has reigned 
—commanities have been agitated, and many 
lives have been lost by suicide,while others are 
driven to madness and despair, and are linger- 
ing out a miserablé existence! a torment to 
themselves, a burden to their friends, a dis- 
grace to religion, objects of pity! And here 
1 appeal to a sensible publick whether these 
statements are exaggerated. These evils have 
followed, and been cogsequent upon, the belief 
of this doctrine. Bug i am happy to say, it 
has not always had its natural tendency on 
society, for human nature, bad as it is supposed 
to be, rises superior to the natural tendency of 





the two preceding doctrines. Proof of the evil 
tendency of the doctrine may be seen in every | 
instance where mankind are truly actuated by | 
its principles. 

3. The doctrine of Universal Grace and | 
good will embraces every thing that is good 
and glorious ; and whenever mankind are en- 
gaged in the laudable work of promoting either 
the publick welfare or private happiness it is 
in unison with this doctrine. For where pure 
and unmixed benevolence prevails, it is an 
offspring of its own kind, and therefore incon- 
sistent with the doctrines of terrour and wrath. 
These are forgotten and laid aside, in the 
exercise of that Charity which “ never fails.” 
Embracing, then, every sect of Christians, so 
far as they are actuated in their worship by 
“the mess of God which leads to repent- 
ance,” and not the dread of his wrath—by ‘* the 
love of Christ,” and not the fear of hell ; this 
is the natural tendency of the doctrine of 
Universal and unchanging grace. Every ra- 
tional, worthy and exalted view of Deity, be- 
longs to Universalism, and not to the modern 
systems of cruelty. Every theory of partial , 


salvation argues a partial God, a partial Christ, 
@ partial gospel! and . ee oe 
this just imputation is a mere botch, and has 
made the matter worse. Wniversalistn proper- 
ly understood, carries with it its own evidence 
of the impartiality of God, of Christ and his 
gospel ; and besides inspiring us with true 
love, unshaken confidence, fe humble revere 
ence towards the Deity, aud just and 

notions of Jesus the Captaingof our salyation, 
and enabling Us to harmanize the sacred scrip- 


tures, embracing all the threatenings and 


‘promises, the judgments and mercies, the na- 
tural*tendency of Universalism, is— 


1. It makes better husbands and wives. - 
2. It makes better or more benovolent pa- 
% 


rents. 
: 3. It makes better or more obedient chil- 
ren. 

4. It makes better neighbours, 

5. It makes better citizens, rulers and 
magistrates ; and, 

» It, of course,makes better Christians. 

Here, sir, I would have you carefully and 
candidly, observe, that we do not to 
olirselvés the exclusive exercise of these vir- 
tues, but willingly and cheerfully admit, that 
they are possessed by others in a commendable 
degree. Yet, as I before observed, they are 
not the natural fruits of their doctrines, but 
of Universalism under another name. And 
bear in mind farther, that it is the natural ten- 
dency of Universalism properly understood, 
that I am to show, aside fom what may appear 
most conspicuous in the lives of some who 
merely make a profession, and mistake the 
name for the thing signified. 

1. The natural tendency of Universalism is 
to make better Ausbands and wives. ‘They 
‘ook upon themselves as mutual helps—objects 
of the same grace and paternal love ; and as 


| God equally regards them both, and provides 


for their peace and salvation, they never lift 
the unhallowed hand nor raise the boisterous 
tongue of abuse, to blast the comforts which 
their Maker bountifully gives; and as the will 
of God is their happiness, they will not wick- 
edly attempt to step between, and render bitter 
the very sweets of life, but conlorm to the 
divine will in promoting each others welfare. 
They will bear with the mistakes and foibles 
ofeach, knowing, that, to err is human—to 
forgive divine ; and though there be a differ. 
ence of sentiment respecting the affairs of 
life, it does not mar their peace. But, squaring 
their minds by the equal will of their Father, 


“ they do not suffer trifles to swell into a des- 


troyer of their mutual forbearance ; and I have 
long observed, with painful sensations, that; 
where the husband or wife was zealously 
attached to some partial system of faith, the 
subject of religion, which is calculated to give 
the most comfort, would rouse the angry pas- 
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sion, if the opposite party happened to be an 
Universeia hare known instances of both, 
and could em if it were proper. But 
this' unhappy, difference is never caused by 
Universalism, but always originates in the 
opposite tenet, which is its natural tendency, 
while the othér.party forbears, and is frequent- 
ly entirely silent for the «sake of peace. I 
have knOwn too, where parties thus opposed 
Halve been. reconciled, in the sentiment of 
unbétinded benevolence, afid peace and har- 
mony have been restored, in family andneigh- 
bourhdod. “But had they beemreconciled on 
the scofe of some partial creed, some ef their 
neighbours would have becasne marks for their 
religious vengeance. I have known hkewise, 
where husband and wife have lived together 
‘years, both believing the doctrine of Uni- 
versalism, though not known to each other, 
the one having never heard it preached, and 
the other, not in many years; and when in 
their-mature years they heard the doctrine for 
the first time, their eyes were wet with tears 
of gratitude, and their heagts leaped for joy! 

2. To make better, or more benevolent pa- 
tents. It extends from parént to child, and 
erégards the whole family circle with equal .ai- 
fection. Children and servants are treated 
with kindness. They are praised and reward- 
ed for their good conduct, and chastised for 
their disobedience, with a view to their good. 
They never correct with anger, for this is 


likely to beget the same passion in the child, 
but with judgement, explaining both their rea- 


son and object. They look upon God as the 
impartial Father of all, and adjust their gov- 
ernment and discipline accordingly. But to 
regard the Almighty as treating a part of his 
children unkindly, either here or hereafter, 
and, at the same time, treat their own impar- 
tially, they would act without a model, and 
aside from the natural tendency of their doc- 
trine. 

3. To make better, or-more obedient chil- 
dren. This isa natural consequence of the 

foregoing, and no unprejudiced mind will 
* pretend to doubt it. Children, seeing their pa- 
rents kind to each other, and impartially ter- 
der to them, by this means, receive in their 
tender minds the first principles of kindness. 
Brothers and sisters wil! treat each other alike, 
because they have received the example trom 
their parents, whom theylove. And this affec- 
tion will ‘grow with their growth and 
stréngthen with their strength.” They have 
confidence in their parents, that they will do 
them no harm, and a filial fear joined with ar- 
dent respect, secures their obedience, to their 


Hence, 

4. To make better neighbours. Let a gen- 
eration of the above description, trained to be- 
nevolence of soul, and peace of mind, people 





the earth, and those unhappy contentions, 
which have produced neighbourhood broils 
and intestine wars, deprived the widow of her 
living, and sent the orphan begging at the 
door of the inhospitable, would be only known 
in history as a warning to avoid them. The 
descendents of such a race, guided by the nat- 
ural tendency of universal good will, would be 
the protectors, and not the destroyers of each 
other; and the unhallowed encroachments, 
upon the lives, liberties and reputation of our 
fellow-beings would have an end. All these 


‘evils have been caused by a misnamed reli- 


gion! but where love to God and good will to 
men, had no concern. 

5. To make better citizens, rulers and ma- 
gistrates. Better citizens, because in striving 
to promote the general good, they would aim 
to maintain inviolate, the general distribution, 
and spread of civil and religivus liberty. ‘They 
would have no cause to favour dut the cause 
of benevolence. Better rulers, because they 
would consider themselves as ruling for the 
good of the whole, and not for that of a parti- 
cular party. The rulers and the ruled would 
put mutual confidence in each other. An op- 
posite state of things would produce mutual 
jealousies. And a selfish partialist is as likely 
to supplant his brother as any one else, be- 
cause he is not taught to look upon all man- 
kind as brethren, and his brother may be con- 
sidered a cast-away, or a reprobate. Better 
magistrates, because they would dispense equal 
justice to all. But tied to a party, it is the 
nature of the case to be partial. "This is the 
natural tendency of every system of religious 
partiality. But J do not say they are all acta- 
ated by their principles. 

6. To make better Christians. But here it 
is proper to ask, what constitutes a Christian ? 
Not a mere name to be sure. But your party 
have assumed to be called “* Christian’ whe- 
ther they possess the virtues which the, name 
implies or not. I freely grant, that, some of 
them, with whom I am acquainted, I believe 
to be worthy of the name, and the worthy 
should only have it. But they all have the 
name. Hence you have your good Christians, 
and your bad Christians, which is a paradox, 
a contradiction, and the title is an unwaranta- 
ble assumption. To be a Christian is to be 
like Christ ; ** who, when he was reviled, re- 
viled not again ;” but “ went about doing good” 
impartially. Christians never quarrel, for 
then, they cease to be Christians. would not 
afraign your party as exclusively addicted to 
quarrelling, sir, for perhaps all denominations 


} |in some degree partake of the same odium. 
superiours, and good will among themselves. | 


But notwithstanding this you are still Chris- 
tians!!!! I notice this subject, sir, without 
any ill will to any being on earth, but feel, thar 
it is a demand of justice. 


A belief in the doctrine of universal benev- 
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olence has a natural tendency to make the be- 
liever universally benevolent, and to look upon 
the whole intelligent race as one family, the 

chiidren of one kind Father. It forbids to 
mar the peace, or destroy the happiness, of 
one individual, as it cannot be done without 
wounding a brother or sister! And this dispo- 
sition is inspired by a love of duty, of God, 
and of human kind, which is the only kind of 
service which can meet a peaceful reward. 
For where a fear of torment is the prompter, 
the offering is not free, and it is plain, the sub- 
ject would choose to do otherwise, if he were 
not restrained by dread of punishment! Bui 
this is far from being true service to that. God 
whois Lore. It is no better than the worship 
paid to Moloch. But it is the natural tendency 
of the ductrine of endless hell-torments! 

I challenge the whole world to produce an 
instance, where the belief of, and a conformity 
to, the doctrine of universal benevolence, ever 
produced persecution, murder, suicide, fraud, 
slander, insanity, profanity, or any other evil !! 
But the opposite doctrine stands engraved in 
letters of blood ! ! 

I appeal to the history of Christ and his fol. 
lowers, and the doctrine they taught, as the 
most prominent instance in this case. Their 
doctrine is that of universal benevolence. ‘To 
their testimony I have appealed, in my former 
letters. And to their lives and conduct I ap- 


»peal for the tendency of the doctrine, in addi- 


“tion to the arguments given above. And you 
rust prove, sir, not merely assert, that they did 
teach a different doctrine, and harmonize that 
sentiment with reason and benevolence, before 
your ‘*thrce reasons” will be of any Service to 
you, or your cause. Yours, &c. 
W. I. REESE. 
West-Mendon, August, 1827. 
P.S. In my next, I shall propound several 
questions for your consideration, which will 
come near home. W.A. R. 





ADVOCATE AND Inv BSTIGATOR. 


“s EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR Tis FAITH,” 


A SERMON. 
2. Cor. xiii. LL. “* Finally, brethren, farewell.” 
(Concluded. ) 

Among the social and relative duties which may be 
affectionately recommended, as all important to your 
prosperity, permit me to mention the following: 

1. It ishighly necessary that you should not neglect 
the assembling of yourselves together on proper occa- 
sions for social ang religions Worship. A neglect of 
this duty will be likely to discourage your ministering 
servants, and bring into disrepute the cause you de- 
light to honour. Trifling hindrances and excuses should 
be overcome and abolished. A little resolution will 
remove every obstacle, and habit will render the duty 
easy and delightful. 

3 wonld not oul¥igecommend the duty of attending 








punctually upon the publick worship of Goda 


the best. means of promoting vi : 3 
but 1 would take the liberty of -attend- 
ance upon the labours of , such @s-ad e 


the impartial benevolence of Deity. -Thisedyite of 
course will only be received by those who profess a 
belief in such doctrine; and 1 intend it only, for,such. 
Mere curiosity should never induce a professor toleave 
his place of worship for anothers a he person whore 
sense of duty s lightly u 
enjoyment ip Carling his the society of 
others, is hotto Bétrusted as a pero brother ; for 
‘we may be assured, that if the obligations of Religion 
are not bifding upon him, no other obligations will 
have a sdlutary bearing upun his conscience. 

There are persons now present, who, during the, 
lime I haye been with you, have never been unneces- 
sarily absent from our meetings—their value is above 
all price. ‘I have heard them reproached for ‘their 
steadfastness, and reviled for their integrity; ‘but 
they have been faithful unto the end, and are now re- 
spected—yea their names are respectfully pronounced, 
even by the enemies of our doctrine, on account df 
their consisteney. Let this be a lesson to others, owl 
an encouragement tothe wavering. » 

2. I would entreat you, brethren, to keep the ety 
of the spirit in the bonds of peace. 

The discords and contentions which are discovera- 
ble in other denominations, may serve as a solemn ad- 
monition to you, to avoid the like evils. Where the 
popularity of adoctrine becomes the test ofits divinity, 
we may not expect much good to result from embra- 
cing it. Hence those evils which I have mentioned, 
are but the natural consequences which may be ex- 
pected to arise from an inconsiderate attachment to 
those syetems which are only perpetuated by their 
popularity. 

The doctrine of a free salvation toni sin, is at pre- 
sent protected, by the unpopularity of the sentiment, 
from the evils just mentioned ; and I hope, and verily 
believe, that its equalizing tendency, and the humilify 
inculcated by it, will ever constitute an effectual bar- 
rier againstthem. But, the least:degiirture from the 
simplicity of truth will be likely to ehgender pride, 
and produce discord among you. 

Ihave witnessed, with unspeakable satisfaction an 
uncommon degree of friendship and union of sentiment, 
und harmony of feeling, among the believers in our 
doctrine throughout this section of God's heritage ; nor 
is the condition of this congregation an exception to the 
general rule; yet whenever a love of this world obtains 
an ascendancy over our affections, whenever we begin 
to experience a thirst for the honours and favours of 
the popular eects;—or whenever it becomes our object 
to please the opponents of our sentimeut, by a 
acquiescence to their views, for the sake of peace, then 
we shall feel the stings of disunion, and experience the 
evils of discord and contention. Better would it be, 
therefore, for you, my brethrea, to be despised by all 
the world, and hated of all men, on of your 


views, than to follow the footsteps, or imitate the ex. 
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amples of those who have departed from the simplicity 
of the gospel. 

4. Another “@uty which will devolve upon you is 
that of sitdying to Know the truth. 

T have endeavoured, during my stay with you, to 
exhibit the great realities of the gospel according to the 
hestiof my abilities; but you weed not be told of my 
inexperience, and want of talent to unfold the myste- 
Hides of the kingdém6f heaven. » I have only boasted of 
the stiicerity ofmy attachment, the faithfulness of 
my heart ; my powers of body-an@itiind baye not ena- 
Bled me to do all that [ cuuld desite. There reititins, 
therefore, an important work for’ you “to perform.— 

- Taking reason and revelation for your guide, you will 

find it a delightful employment to investizaie the mo- 

. mentous subject of religion, and seek for truth as for 

" hidden treasure. I entreat you, never to take the 

opinions of men for proof;——examine, aud judge for 

yourselves; and be careful never to let your imagina- 
tions run away with your powers of discrimination. 

The seriptures ofthe Old and New Testaments con- 
tain the only proper mode of iaith; they will be the 
man of your counsel, and,{ hope, the guide of your 
conduct, In this blessed beok, you. will find enough 


. dhe satiefy every rational inquify—enough to comfort 


you under all your trials— .nd enough and to spare of 
the Grace of God that bringeth salvation to all men. 

5. It is still more important that you should set good 
examples before your fellow beings. A correct “ walk 
and conversation” will do more for the promotion of 
your bappiness and the advancement cf your cause 
than all the professions in the world. 

Your neighbours will }ook upon you with a jealous 
eye ; and what would be excused in another, will be 


magnified if you are justly chargeable with it, and | 
; “ | aumultiiude of faults have been covered, as With’ the 


attributed to the demoralizing tendency of your faith. 

Your children, will also look upto you who are 
parents, for instruction, and examples in righteousness. 
They will often hear you speak of the truth and effi- 
cacy of the doctrine you profess ; and unless your con- 
duct corresponds with your faith, they will distrust, 
either the sincerity of your proiessions, or the purity 
of your religion, . 

Your sentim are founded upon the immutable 
‘benevolence of the eternal God; therefore you are 
bound to be benevolent :—You profess to believe in 
etertal Mercy ;--be ye therefore merciful :—You have 
faith in the unchanging Justice of Heaven ; be ye there- 
fore just :—You profess to ‘believe that God is love ; 
1ét yout souls be filled with that divine and peace- 
givitig principle. [0'a word ; live up to the require- 
wents of thé doctrine you profess, and the world may 
afféét to despise, but it cannot hate you. 

Alister duty which devolves upon you, is, to give 
goodadvice to the rising generation. Muci depends 
upoti the performance ofthis duty. It will be necessa- 
ry for you to caution the young against the seductions 
of vice, and guard them, by your affectionate entrea- 
ties against being led astray by their warm and lively 

i And amongst other things, permit me 
to say, thy should be protected from those fears which 
ate unfor and unnecessary. Little, ifany good 








can be expected to result from suffering the youthful 
mind to be filled with those dreadful apprehensions 
which are thought by many to be essential to salvation, 
Act up, then, to the dictates of your parental feelings, 
and all will be well; do your duty and you will be 
happy. 

In the language of our.context, | would, in view of 
the important duties at which I have-hinted, ,exhort 
you allto “be perfect, be of good comfort, be. of one 
mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace 
shall be with you.” 

But how can | express my thankfulness for your 
kindness tome? Ah—bhas it come to this! At }eall- 
ed upon to part—perhaps forever—.with’ those whore 
worth 7 prize,and to whom I have so long beerattach- 
ed by a reciprocity of kindly feeling, by common joys, 
and common sufferings! Yes—provideneé hath de- 
creed, and mortals must submit! 

Accept, then, brethren and sisters, and friends, the 
only tribute of u heart devoted to your dearest inter- 
ests, in my power to make-—accept my gratitude. 

It will not be said that I flatter you, when I say; that 
I came to you in weakness, and was kindly received, 
that you havébeen my friends both in prosperity, and 
adversity; that you have sustained me by yourcharity; 
that you have comforted me with your kind atten- 
tions; that you have made me happy bya willing 
reception ofthe truth I have endeavoured to proclaim 


| for your edification. 
By your.kind indulgence, I have been sustained, atyjyy 


| times when a forbidding frown appeared upon the face" 


ofall creation: My foibles and imperfections, have 
been generously attributed to a want of experience, 
rather than to evil intentions: And, by your charity, 


matitle of Elijah. 

When unrelenting enemies have assailed my mo- 
tives, or my conduct, you have stood forth in my de- 
fence ; and thus averted the- threatened ruin of my 
prospects-~shielded my devoted head from destruc- 
tion, and thereby prevented the enemies of truth from 
gaining even a temporary triumph. In times of trial 
| have realized the sincerity of your friendship, and 
when heart and flesh were about to fuil I have enjoyed 
your protection. 

Believe me, then, when | tell you, that so long as my 
heart is capable of feeling a generous emotion, so long 
I shall remember you, and your kindness, your charity, 
and your frieudship. 

As one among the favours, which in addition to 
those already received at your hands, I take the liberty 
to request, that when you retrospectively survey 
the scenes we have witnessed, the trials we have en- 
dured in one common cause, and the joys we have 
experienced, you will not be too hasty in condemning 
the motives by which I have been actuated. 

If I have, by my plainness of speech, injured the feel- 
ings of aly person, whether friend or foe, i sincerely, 
arid solemnly before God, desire forgiveness. If atiy 
thing like acrimony has appeared in my publick com- 
munidations, I trust it will be impéited, by a geherous 
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people, more to the aggravating circumstances which in all holy conversation, always abounding in right+ 


may have 
charity towards all my fellow creatures. 

In looking back upon our past lives, we often find 
much to regret and deplore, but it will be morea mark 
of wisdoim in us to endeavour to mend our faults, than 
to spend our strength in reproaching ourselves or oth- 
ers. While, therefore, I behold in retrospect my own 


operated upon my mind, than to the want of ; egusness, 


} 


gouliness, meekness and faith, — bit 
_ O, may your joy be full—may your graces abound, 
—may your examples be such that a gainsaying world 
may be constrained te acknowledge that even. my 
feeble labours among you, have not been in vain. iu 
the Lord. ' x 


I leave you, brethren and sisters, with a most ardent 


erroura, atid am willing to confess them, I look to God | prayer that the richest blessings of indulgent Heayey 


for assistance to avoid their recurrence. 

Brethren: you are many of you, believers in the 
best, the most salutary, an) the most consistent doc- 
trine, Which has ever been proclaimed on earth. In 
confirmation of its truth, you have the oath, the 


In addition to this, all the holy prophets have testi- 
fied it-—-men have believed it—Christ preached it 
—and angels chanted it on the birth-morn of Imme- 
nuel. It breathes peace, and kindness, and charity, 
and benevolence, and love! it furnishes a delightful 
theme for contemplation, and gives a zest to every 
rational pleasare: It carries its consolations to the bed 
of sicknees: Its comforts. ere imparted to the inhabit- 
ants of the hovel: Its genial influences are felt by 
the poor and the needy: Itis a stay and’ a staff to the 
aged: it is the guide of youth: it adds vigour to 
health, and imparts strength to the weak: And last, 
though not least, its unspeakable juys are experienced 
by the dying !. Yea,it is my full conviction, that in 
heaven, it will constitute the eternal theme ofall beati- 
fied intelligences! When death, sin, and hell shell 
be annihilated by the all-subduing fiat of -Omnipo- 
tence, then, too, Universal Love, Mercy and Goodness 
will be celebrated in deathless songs of joy andigpati- 
tude, 

This doctrine, I have laboured to sustain, and some 
of you are doubtless satisfied of its-truth. _The*evi- 
dences of its authenticity which have been adduced 
from time tu time, have appalled its enemies! All 
creation has afforded us incontrovertible authority in 
itssupport; and now, where are “ the servants of the 
livitig God” who ére disposed upenly tocall it in ques- 
tion ? 

What remains, is for you todo. 


It-is for you to ho- 
nour your professions, with conduct suited to the excel- 


lence of the doctrine in which you believe. It is for 
you to exeniplify the efficacy of your faith, in works of 
kindness, mercy and love. An important task, there- 
fore, devolves upon you—a task which nothing but the 
grace of God can enable you to perform. From the 
obligations of the gospel no consideration can exonor- 
ate you, and nothing can extenuate or avert the chas- 
tisement your derilections may merit. 

I would entreat you, then, by the sure mercies of 
God—by the life and examples of « spotless Redeemer 
—by the blood which was shed on Calyary’s Mount 
for sinners like ourselves—by the sacred names of the 
martyred Apostles of Jesus—by the testimony’they 
have borne to a dying world of the mercy and love 
of Yehovah; to be circumspect in all your actions, 


faithful in all your professions, stedfast and immovable 





may rest upon you. So long * hoon ee 

dictate a petition te the throne of case-* 
will. be rem@mbered: You, and your children, und 
your children’s children, will ever be near to me ; and 
if your brother is ever allowed to occupy @ place in 


i him be considered—your friend, 
purposes, the promises of a (od who cannot lie :— | your memories, $5 hie be cs frend, 


| Amen. 


Finally, Fathers and Mothers, Husbands and Wives, 
Brothers and Sisters, and you, my youthful friends and 
little children—finally Fan ewe tv. 

PEELS ORE 
FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
FALSE TEACHERS, ‘ 
{> The design of the following communication is to 
point out to the reader the distinctive traits in the 

character of false ¢ . 

In the apostolic age, Christians were warn® 
ed against the appearance of such teachers. 
Peter said to his brethren, ‘* But there wete 
false prophets also among the people, even.as 
there shall be false teachers among you,” 2 Pe- 
ter ii, 1. Jude writes as follows: ** For there 
are certain men crept in unawares, who were 
before of old ordained to this condemnation; 
ungodly men, turning the grace of our God in- 
to lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord 
God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

It should be particularly observed that the 
false teachers here spoken of were men who 
lived in the age of the apostles. - Peter spoke 
of them as having then already. crept:in-une- 
wares. Paul and Timothy says,**Now the 
spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter 
times some shall depart from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and ines of de- 
vils,” 1. Tim. iv. 1. It has from 
this passage, that the false teachers foretold by 
the apostles, were not to make their 
ance until near the end of the world; and:-hence: 
it is supposed. by those who think thatothese 
same false teachers are now on the earth, that: 
the end of the world 1s at hand. Such, when 
they are informed of the spread of what they 
call erroneous sentiments, will console them- 
selves by saying, Ah! well, the reign. of these 
teachers is short ; the end of the worldiwe 
know must be near, and God will soon-avenge 
himself for his elect. However, with all the 
regard we have for these pious ones, we can- 
net but think they are in errour, concerning 
both the teachers and the end of the world: — 
The latter times of which Paul. spake mt 
passage last quoted, were the letter 
ancient dispensation, in which Ch die. 
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apostles lived. Paul commences his epistle to” 
the Hebrews thus: “God, who at sundry time: 
and'in diverse manners, spake in time past un-j 
tothe fathers by the prophets, hath in these last 
days, spoken unto us by his Son.” The ex- 
pression ‘ these last days’ shows that thé apos- 
ple was s ing of then present time, and 
that he called that time the last days. In 1 
» John ii. 18, we read, ** Little children, ié ts the 
“telat, time ; and as ye have heard that antichrist 
shall even now there are many auti- 
christs ; whereby we know that it is the last 
time.” In the latter times somé were to de- 
part from the faith, giving heed to seducing 
spirits and doctrines of devils; and circum- 
stances had already begun to verify the pre- 
* dictions on this subject. John, as we have 
seen, speaks of antichrists who had then al- 
ready come, by which he knew that the last 
time had arrived. These artichrists were 
teachers who were against Christ; and this 
was what made them anfichrists. The reader 
byscomparing Jude 16 and 17 with 18 and19, 
will perceive that in Jude’s day there were 
false teachers in the church, and that he point- 
ed them out as the mockefs who were to ap- 
pear in the last time. 


It appears, then, to be settled, that the false 
teachers of whom the apostles particularly 
spoke were met who existed im the primitive 
age of the church, and not any class now on 
earth. There is no doubt however, but that 
there are false teachers nowin the church, al- 
t they were not the particular subjects 

y; and the way we are to ascertain 
who are now false teachers, is to seé whose 
charactérs most nearly resemble those of the 
false teachers in the apostolick age. I say, 
thejwayin which we are to ascertain who are 
now false teachers, is to see whose characters 
most nearly resemble those of the false teach- 
ers:in the apostolick age. _ I will then proceed 
to delineate the characters of false teachers in 
the apostolick age. And here I remark, that 
itis the di ive traits of their characters 
which { shall notice; and not a failing which 
they.manifested now and then. I shall notice 
such habits as formed prominent features of 
their conduct, as such as were particularly no- 
tieed and described by the apostles, those emi- 
nent. guardians of the church. 1. Those false 
teachers did their work privily. Peter says, 
they “ privily shall bring in damnable here- 
sies’? Jude describes the private manner in 
which they accomplished their purposes when 
he ++ For there are certain men crept in 
unawares.” Paul says of such teachers, “ For 
of this sort are they which creep into houses,’ 
2 Tim: iii: 6. He who spake as never man 
spake, describes this artful, disguised manner 
of ¢ ion ‘by saying, that these false pro- 
Phat came the people in sheep’s clothing, 


while ly they were ravening wolves. Mat. 
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wii. 15. One prominent trait, then} im the 
_ character of the false teachers of old was,they 

ere sly, private, artful, not open and sincere. 
Now which class of teachers in the present 
day bears the nearest resemblance to those of 
old in this partioular 1 Which disguise them- 
selves in the character of the peculiar minis- 
tors of Christ ? Which profess to have no other 
object in preaching than to save souls from the 
eternal wrath of God ? This is-all disguise ; it 
is creeping in unawares. Such are not. the 
peculiar ministers of Christ. They.can show 
no credentials, they never have shown + to 
prove that Jesus called them to the work of the 
ministry in a peculiar manner. _All.the evi- 
dence we have had or ever shall have.is their 
own testimony. Which class of teachers in- 
stil their sentiments privately ? Which circu- 
late tracts and chatechisms in a private man- 
ner? dropping them upon the steps, or placing 
them in the latch of the door? Are there not 
many like ways in which a certain class of 
teachers are continually infusing their senti- 
ments into the minds of the community ? The 
true teachers of the apostolick ago, “ renoun- 
ced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walk- 
ing in craftiness, nor handling the word of God 
deceitfully ; but by manifestation of the*truth 
commending themselves to every man’s con- 
science in the sight of God,” 2 Cor. iv. 2. 

[To be Continued. ] 
ps 

The English Judges have laid down two 
important rules in cases of Breach of Promise 
audiileduction. One is, that the parents of 
daughters shall not recover damages if they 
have neglected to inform the parents of young 
menof their proposals or intentions, while they 
were encouraging their addresses. The se- 
cond is, that parents cannot substantiate a 
claim to compensation, if they have been so 
careless as to leave their daughters sitting up 
with their suitors for hours after themselves ahd 
the rest of the family have retired. 


Poetick Department. 


FROM THE RURAL REPOSITORY. 
TO 


Farewell thou gay and lovely 

. Thou innocent and fair— * 

Hope spreads her sky above thee, 
Thy path is free from care. 











Thine eyes but smile in gladness, 
Ia joy, which gilds the way ; 
How can’st thou know of sadness 

So early in life’s day ? 


* Farewell !—but may I meet thee 
Again, as thou art now; 
-And may no sorrows greet thee, 
To stain thy joyous brow. 


L. 8S. EVERETT, EDITOR. 
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